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Dear  Mr.  Kemper: 

As  the  year  1957  passes  into  history  the  Rohert  S.  Peabody  Foundation 
can  look  back  with  some  satisfaction  on  the  accomplishments  of  the  past 
twelve  months.    It  has  been  a  time  of  stock-taking,  of  writing  and  reporting 
activities  of  former  years,  and  of  setting  our  house  in  order  as  regards 
exhibitions. 

The  staff  has  represented  the  Foundation  at  all  archaeologic  meetings 
of  consequence,  and  continues  to  play  an  active  role  in  the  development  of 
archaeologic  thinking  in  the  United  States.    At  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
Society  for  American  Archaeology,  held  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  May  2-4,  1957, 
Mr.  Byers  presented  a  paper  on  a  class  of  remains  which  he  was  able  to 
distinguish  among  material  from  the  sites  at  Ellsworth  Falls,  and  reported 
for  a  committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  examine  ways  and  means  of 
affiliating  state  and  local  archaeological  societies  with  the  national 
organization.    Mr.  Johnson  serves  as  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  latter. 

Mr.  Byers  pointed  out  that  remains  from  the  lowest  levels  of  the  sites 
at  Ellsworth  Falls  exhibit  striking  similarities  of  form  and  details  to 
certain  implements  collected  from  the  so-called  "Desert  Cultures"  of  the 
southwestern  United  States.    These  represent  people  who  were  gatherers  of 
insects,  small  animals,  seeds,  fruits,  nuts,  roots,  and  other  foods  which 
required  no  planting,  but  were  only  to  be  secured  by  people  with  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  their  surroundings.    Implements  used  by  these  people  consist  of 
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crude  scraping  tools  and  knives  of  various  forms.    Objects  which  we  might 
consider  to  be  points  for  spears  or  other  weapons  are  strangely  lacking 
from  the  inventory.    While  the  heavy  scraping  tools  have  been  thought  of 
as  implements  for  removing  fleshy  material  from  fibrous  leaves  in  order  to 
prepare  the  fibres  for  spinning,  or  for  removing  nutritious  material  from 
roots  of  mescal  and  other  desert  plants s  it  comes  as  somewhat  of  a  surprise 
to  discover  identical  forms  in  Maine  which  date  from  a  time  which  is  probably 
well  before  2000  B.C.    Since  this  material  has  been  recognized  in  Maine, 
Mr.  Byers  has  found  further  evidence  scattered  in  eastern  states.    He  plans 
to  visit  the  Pennsylvania  State  Museum,  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
and  several  other  institutions  in  the  East,  as  well  as  several  in  the  West 
in  order  to  gather  further  comparative  material.    Although  this  horizon  is 
briefly  referred  to  as  the  Kelley  Focus  in  Mr.  Byers'  paper  in  the  Archaic 
memoir  which  we  had  occasion  to  mention  in  our  last  report,  it  will  need  much 
more  careful  attention  in  the  report  on  the  sites  at  Ellsworth  Falls  which 
is  in  prospect. 

As  this  annual  report  is  being  prepared,  Dr.  Alfred  V.  Kidder  is 
completing  manuscript  for  PECOS,  NEW  MEXICO:    ARCHAEOLOGICAL  NOTES,  which 
will  be  published  by  the  Foundation  as  Volume  Five  of  the  Papers  of  the 
Robert  S.  Peabody  Foundation  for  Archaeology.    Mr.  Byers  has  been  editing 
the  manuscripts,  and  it  is  already  in  process.    With  regret  we  have 
concluded  that  it  is  better  to  publish  by  photo-offset  from  typewritten 
copy  because  of  the  great  economies  possible.    The  entire  book,  including 
illustrations,  is  being  done  by  offset  and  will  run  close  to  400  pages, 
including  72  figures,  eight  tables,  five  appendices,  and  an  extensive 
bibliography.    It  is  being  printed  by  the  Meriden  Gravure  Company,  and  will 
probably  be  ready  for  distribution  in  June  or  July.    The  book  should  prove 
to  be  a  most  significant  contribution  to  the  literature  of  Southwestern 
archaeology. 


A  second  volume  of  the  Papers  of  the  Robert  S.  Pea body  Foundation 
which  will  contain  reports  of  the  Northeastern  Archaeological  Survey,  by 
Theodore  L.  Stoddard,  Howard  R.  Sargent,  and  Robert  H.  Dyson,  Jr.,  is  also 
in  process,  and  three  numbers  of  the  four  which  will  comprise  the  volume  will 
go  to  press  after  the  Pecos  volume  is  printed. 

Mr.  Johnson  assisted  Mr.  Ross  Moffett,  of  Provincetown,  who  was 
preparing  an  important  article  summarizing  the  archaeology  of  outer  Cape 
Cod  by  photographing  a  large  number  of  specimens  from  that  area  which  are 
included  in  the  Torrey  Collection,  now  in  our  museum.    Mr.  Moffett  consulted 
Mr.  Johnson  in  regard  to  many  phases  of  the  article,  and  together  they 
prepared  illustrations.    The  article  appeared  in  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Massachusetts  Archaeological  Society  for  October. 

Mr.  Byers  has  prepared  a  short  article  for  the  same  journal  summarizing 
two  small  excavations,  largely  made  by  amateurs  and  carried  out  twenty  years 
ago.    Recent  discoveries  have  furnished  further  information  which  helps  to 
place  these  finds  in  the  general  archaeological  scheme  of  the  Northeast. 
A  short  note  by  him  dealing  with  possible  land  routes  between  Asia  and 
America  appeared  in  ETHNOS,  published  by  the  Royal  Ethnographic  Museum, 
Stockholm,  Sweden.    In  collaboration  with  Mr.  Noel  Morss,  Mr.  Byers  was 
joint  author  of  a  note  published  in  AMERICAN  ANTIQUITY,  for  October,  1957, 
concerning  clay  figurines  from  a  site  in  Arizona. 

As  a  result  of  the  Foundation's  active  interest  in  problems  dealing 
with  radiocarbon  dating,  the  institution  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  centers  from  which  information  can  be  obtained.  Considerable 
correspondence  has  been  carried  on  by  Mr.  Johnson  with  scientists  in  many 
fields,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

An  outgrowth  of  this  interest  has  been  the  examination  of  methods  of 
circulating  promptly  and  in  readily  available  form,  all  pertinent  data  about 
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radiocarbon  dates .    Mr.  Johnson  has  served  on  an  international  committee  of 
persons  interested  in  the  subject.    He  has  devoted  much  time  to  the 
development  of  a  format  in  which  necessary  information  will  be  printed  on 
cards  punched  marginally  according  to  a  predetermined  code  so  that  they  may 
be  sorted  by  any  one  of  a  number  of  systems.    The  Wenner-Gren  Foundation 
has  granted  the  sum  of  $1500 „ 00  to  finance  a  survey  of  about  5°00  persons  in 
order  to  judge  demand  for  such  cards.    This  survey  will  be  done  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Foundation  with  the  advice  of  the  committee.    Should  the 
results  indicate  a  sufficiently  large  demands  Mr.  Johnson  will  organize  a 
small  nonprofit  corporation  to  handle  the  project.    Such  cards  will  constitute 
an  extremely  valuable  research  tool  for  persons  who  customarily  work  with 
information  of  this  type.    The  Foundation  is  involved  only  in  the  preliminary 
steps  of  this  undertaking,,  and  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Foundation  to 
support  it  except  as  a  subscriber  once  the  preliminary  steps  are  out  of  the 
way. 

Mr.  Johnson  participated  in  a  conference  on  the  Identification  of 
Archaeological  Materials  held  during  the  spring  at  the  Oriental  Institute 
in  Chicago „  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  National  Research  Council.    At  this 
conference  a  group  of  the  leading  archaeologists  of  the  country  discussed 
mutual  problems  with  biologists0  geologists^  botanists;,  palynologists9  and 
others  in  an  attempt  to  improve  collaboration  among  the  several  fields. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  charged  with  preparing  a  summary  of  the  two  sessions.  A 
manuscript  has  been  submitted  to  the  National  Research  Council  for  publication. 

During  the  autumn ,  The  National  Geographic  Society  sent  Mr.  Kenneth 
Weaver  to  Andover  to  discuss  with  Mr.  Johnson  all  aspects  of  the  radiocarbon 
method  of  dating  in  order  that  he  might  be  more  fully  qualified  to  write  an 
article  on  that  subject  for  THE  NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC    Mr.  Weaver  has  agreed, 
and  asked,  that  Mr.  Johnson  edit  his  article  in  order  to  ensure  its  accuracy. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Physics „  Brown  University, 
Mr<>  Johnson  spent  a  day  in  Providence  with  members  of  the  departments  of 
Physics,  Geology 9  and  Archaeology9  discussing  the  need  and  advisability 
of  setting  up  a  radiocarbon  laboratory  at  Brown. 

Mr.  Johnson  continues  to  serve  on  the  Committee  on  Standards  of  the 
National  Trust.    During  the  autumn  an  unusual  situation  arose ,  involving 
basic  policy  regarding  the  acceptance  and  management  by  the  Trust  of  an 
historic  house.    Presumably  the  matter  is  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
everyone  and  announcement  of  the  arrangement  will  be  made  in  due  time. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  been  appointed  by  Governor  Furcolo  to  the  Commission 
on  Dighton  Rock.    Dighton  Rock  is  one  of  the  most  famous  stones  of  its  kind 
in  the  New  World.    It  bears  markings  which  have  been  interpreted  by  some  as 
an  inscription  by  Cortereal9  a  Portuguese  navigator  who  was  reputedly  lost 
on  these  shores  toward  the  beginning  of  the  l6th  century,  others  which  have 
been  said  to  be  Norse  inscriptions,  some  which  are  undoubtedly  of  Indian 
origin,  and  still  other  and  more  modern  inscriptions  of  persons  with  a 
"Kilroy  complex."    Discussions  of  the  pictographs  and  other  inscriptions 
have  run  to  more  than  TOO  articles  and  books  in  several  languages.  The 
first  mention  of  the  rock  and  its  markings  appeared  in  1680.    Recently  the 
State  has  decided  to  build  a  park  in  the  area  and  this  has  given  rise  to  a 
number  of  conflicting  opinions  concerning  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the 
rock  and  methods  of  preserving  and  exhibiting  it.    The  Commission  is 
charged  with  the  task  of  recommending  legislation  which  will  meet  the 
responsibility  of  the  State  regarding  the  rock. 

Fieldwork  was  not  scheduled  for  the  year  195c7%  but,  as  is  usually  the 
case,  a  number  of  minor  sorties  were  made.    Of  most  importance  was  the 
discovery  of  further  remains  of  the  Boylston  Street  Fishweir  in  the 
caissons  being  sunk  as  a  part  of  the  foundation  of  the  new  I.B.M.  building 
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on  the  former  site  of  the  Hotel  Brunswick.    Mr.  Byers  visited  the  location 
in  August  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Johnson9  and  after  his  return  Mr. 
Johnson  made  a  number  of  trips  to  Boston  to  check  on  material  as  it  came 
out.    It  was  found  that  the  situation  did  not  differ  from  that  studied 
extensively  in  excavations  for  the  buildings  of  the  New  England  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
and  so  no  new  study  was  initiated.    Several  pieces  of  fishweir  stakes 
have  been  sent  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Humble  Oil  Company  and  that  of 
the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 0  so  that  radiocarbon  dates  for  them  can  be 
determined.    Since  the  previous  discoveries  were  made  before  the  radiocarbon 
method  of  dating  was  invented.,  we  have  been  able  to  date  the  fishweir  only 
by  means  of  its  position  with  regard  to  sea  level  and  the  climatic  cycle „ 
although  certain  material  from  above  and  below  the  weir  was  preserved  in 
such  a  way  that  it  has  been  possible  to  determine  bracketing  dates. 

A  second  undertaking  which  may  yield  important  results  involved 
several  trips  to  the  sand  pit  on  Bull  Brook,  in  the  town  of  Ipswich,,  where 
collectors  reported  discovery  of  crumbs  of  charcoal  in  association  with 
implements  of  the  paleo-Indian  complex.    We  have  previously  referred  to 
this  material  and  will  not  elaborate  here.    Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
charcoal  was  not  concentrated  in  a  hearth,  but  was  scattered  in  the  zone 
in  which  paleo-Indian  remains  were  found.    It  appears  likely  that  the 
charcoal  represents  remains  of  fires  which  were  later  scattered  by  winds. 
As  such  it  will  not  date  any  one  fire,  but  should  give  a  general  date  on 
the  occupation.    In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  charcoal  was  in  some  cases 
invaded  by  minute  root  hairs,  and  that  there  are  several  reasons  why  it 
may  yield  an  erroneous  date,  samples  of  this  charcoal  were  sent  to  the 
laboratory  of  the  University  of  Michigan  for  determination  of  a  radiocarbon 
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date.  If  the  charcoal  proves  acceptable  for  dating  it  will  yield  the 
first  radiocarbon  date  for  paleo-Indian  remains  in  the  eastern  United 
States. 

Mr.  Johnson  went  to  Milton  to  inspect  holes  in  a  ledge  which  was 
to  be  destroyed  by  road-building  crews.    Dr.  Henry  S.  Forbes  believed  that 
these  holes  were  Indian  mortars,  but  they  proved,  as  do  so  many  others „ 
to  be  potholes  carved  by  a  glacial  stream. 

Mr.  Byers  went  to  Harvard ,  Massachusetts 9  to  inspect  a  site  alleged 
by  Mr.  David  G„  Cheney  to  be  remains  of  a  former  Eskimo  village.  An 
interview,  given  to  the  press  by  Mr.  Cheney  before  Mr.  Byers0  visit, 
described  the  remains  as  those  of  Eskimos?  it  was  picked  up  by  wire  services 
and  appeared  in  a  number  of  papers 9  including  the  New  York  Times.  Because 
the  remains  consisted  of  many  piles  of  stones  in  a  very  stoney  field 
enclosed  by  stone  walls,  and  because  there  was  clear  evidence  that  the 
land  had  been  part  of  a  farm  abandoned  many  years  ago  while  aboriginal 
remains  were  not  in  evidence,  Mr.  Byers  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
stones  had  been  piled  up  by  the  farmer  who  had  hoped  to  clear  the  field. 
Since  there  was  little  soil  and  very  many  stones,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  man  became  discouraged  and  gave  up  his  task. 

Mr.  Johnson  attended  the  medalists0  dinner  of  the  Wenner~Gren 
Foundation  at  which  the  annual  Viking  Fund  Medals  are  awarded  to  the  men 
who  are  outstanding  in  the  fields  of  General  Anthropology,  Archaeology,  and 
Physical  Anthropology.    Both  Mr»  Johnson  and  Mr.  Byers  attended  a  Wenner- 
Gren  Supper  Conference  on  aboriginal  contacts  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico. 

In  May,  the  Foundation  appointed  Mr.  William  A.  Davis  Preparator. 
Mr.  Davis  joined  the  staff  on  September  1,  after  having  been  associated 
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with  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society  for  several  years .    He  has 
worked  on  the  installation  of  exhibitions  for  the  Society.    This  is  the 
first  time  that  the  Foundation  has  been  able  to  secure  the  services  of  a 
trained  technician  to  assist  with  the  preparation  of  exhibitions. 

Activities  in  conjunction  with  planning  and  carrying  out  the 
reinstallation  of  the  Northeastern  Hall  continue  to  take  a  large  part  of 
the  time  and  energy  of  the  staff.    Because  Mr.  Byers  and  Mr.  Johnson  have 
been  called  on  to  do  a  large  amount  of  carpentry ,  the  Foundation  has  invested 
in  tools  and  equipment  which  have  made  it  possible  to  do  the  work  accurately 
and  speedily.    We  have  also  ordered  a  typewriter  especially  for  the 
preparation  of  labels.    When  the  first  unit  of  the  Northeastern  Hall  is 
completedo  the  Foundation  plans  to  open  it  to  visitors,  setting  up  a 
barrier  to  prevent  access  to  parts  of  the  hall  where  work  is  still  in 
progress.    Plans  for  exhibitions  in  other  cases  are  already  well  advanced,, 
and  will  be  carried  out  as  rapidly  as  time  and  circumstances  permit. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Theodore  L.  Stoddard  as  Research  Fellow 
terminated  on  August  31. 

During  the  year  the  Foundation  has  catalogued  13  accessions  of 
archaeological  material 6  comprising  23?5  separate  specimens.    These  include 
objects  excavated  by  expeditions,,  as  well  as  collections  presented  by 
friends 0  some  of  them  in  former  years. 

Our  library  has  accessioned  20  books.    We  subscribe  to  25  journalsj 
and  continue  to  maintain  exchange  relations  with  86  institutions.    To  Miss 
Elizabeth  Eades  we  are  indebted  for  her  interest  in  our  library,,  and  for 
allowing  Mrs.  Bloom  to  come  once  a  week  to  see  that  the  catalogue  is 
maintained  and  that  the  library  is  in  proper  condition.    Books  continue  to 
be  used  by  persons  both  within  and  without  the  Academy  family. 


The  Northeastern  Chapter  of  the  Massachusetts  Archaeological  Society 
continues  to  hold  its  monthly  meetings  in  our  library f  and  its  members 
frequently  make  use  of  the  books  on  the  shelves.    We  are  glad  to  have 
them  here*  and  welcome  their  use  of  the  building  and  consultations  with  us. 

It  would  not  be  proper  to  close  this  report  without  paying  tribute 
to  the  unfailing  good  will  and  cooperation  of  Mr.  Charles  E.  Schofield9  our 
janitor B  who  has  been  plagued  by  sawdust  tracked  up  from  the  basement  and 
in  all  directions  from  the  Northeastern  Hall  by  members  of  the  staff  bent 
on  carpentry*    In  spite  of  this  he  continues  to  maintain  his  good  humor 9 
and  to  keep  the  building  immaculate. 

To  Mrs.  Carole  A.  Walker  we  also  owe  a  debt  for  so  expeditiously 
cataloguing  our  specimens  and  books „  keeping  our  records,  typing  and 
retyping  manuscripts „  and  helping  in  many  ways  without  complaint. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Douglas  S.  Byers 
Director 


